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At Hemingford, we aim to… 
• Develop a positive environment to facilitate a love of 

reading… a culture of reading. 
• Ensure reading is at the heart of our curriculum and 

held in highest regard. 
• Be reflective about making changes to the teaching of 

reading to improve results. 
• Ensure resources are current and impactful on 

improving results. 
• Recognise when additional support is required and 

ensure this is implemented.
• Develop a consistent approach to reading across the 

school.



Reading all starts with phonics…



What is Phonics?

Phonics is a way of teaching children to read quickly, skillfully and progressively. 
They are taught how to: 
• recognise the sounds that each individual letter makes; 
• identify the sounds that different combinations of letters make   
- such as ‘sh’ or ‘oo’ 
• blend these sounds together from left to right to make a word. 

Children can then use this knowledge to ‘de-code’ new words that they hear or 
see. 
This is the first important step in learning to read.



What does Phonics look like at Hemingford?

• We follow the ‘Letters and Sounds’ progression documents using 
‘Read, write, inc’ rhymes to embed understanding

• Children have a 20 minute phonics lesson daily where from 
Reception, sounds are introduced daily

• Children are grouped according to the sounds that they are 
secure with

• Children are assessed on a regular basis and groupings are altered 
based on their progress



Daily Phonics sessions
Lessons are made up of 4 parts:
Revisit – Using flashcards, children are given the opportunity to recap on the 
previous sounds that they have learnt. 
Teach –This is when the new sound is introduced. A new sound is introduced every 
day. 
Practise – During this section of the lesson, children have the opportunity to 
practise the sound in a variety of ways. 
Apply –This is where the children will apply what they have learnt in sentences, 
either reading or writing. 



Introduction of sounds
Sounds are introduced from Reception and are taught from Phase 2 to Phase 6. 

Set 1:  Set 1:  Set 1:  Set 1:  s  a  t  p

Set 2:  Set 2:  Set 2:  Set 2:  i n  m  d 

Set 3:  Set 3:  Set 3:  Set 3:  g  o  c  k 

Set4:   Set4:   Set4:   Set4:   ck e  u  r 

Set 5:  Set 5:  Set 5:  Set 5:  h  b  f, ff l, ll ss



Introduction of sounds
Sounds are introduced from Reception and are taught from Phase 2 to Phase 6. 

25 more grapheme-phoneme 
correspondences 
Set 6:  Set 6:  Set 6:  Set 6:  j  v  w  x 

Set 7:  Set 7:  Set 7:  Set 7:  y  z, zz qu

Phase 3 two (digraphs) and three letter Phase 3 two (digraphs) and three letter Phase 3 two (digraphs) and three letter Phase 3 two (digraphs) and three letter 
((((trigraphtrigraphtrigraphtrigraph) graphemes:    ) graphemes:    ) graphemes:    ) graphemes:    
ch, sh th ng  ai ee igh oa oo ar or  
ur ow  oi  ear  air  ure er



Introduction of sounds
Sounds are introduced from Reception and are taught from Phase 2 to Phase 6. 

No new sounds are introduced in 
Phase 4



Introduction of sounds
Sounds are introduced from Reception and are taught from Phase 2 to Phase 6. 

New graphemes, alternative pronunciations for those 
already known and alternative spellings for phonemes 
New graphemes:New graphemes:New graphemes:New graphemes: ay (day) ou (out) ie (tie) ea (east) oy (boy) 
ir (girl) ue (blue) aw (saw) wh (when) ph (photo) ew (new) 
oe (toe) au (Paul)  
Split digraphsSplit digraphsSplit digraphsSplit digraphs a-e (make) e-e (these) i-e (like) o-e (home) u-e 
(rule) New pronunciations for known graphemesNew pronunciations for known graphemesNew pronunciations for known graphemesNew pronunciations for known graphemes: i (fin, 
find), o (hot, cold), c (cat, cent),  g (got, giant), u (but, 
put (in south of England), ow (cow, blow), ie (tie, field), 
ea (eat, bread),  er (farmer, her), a  (hat, what), y (yes, by, 
very), ch (chin, school, chef), ou (out, shoulder, could, 
you) 
Alternative spellings for phonemes: Alternative spellings for phonemes: Alternative spellings for phonemes: Alternative spellings for phonemes: 
‘oi’ and ‘oy’ both make the same sound but are spelt 
differently and are used in different words. At this 
point, children will learn which grapheme to use for the 
correct spelling. 



Introduction of sounds
Sounds are introduced from Reception and are taught from Phase 2 to Phase 6. 



Reading scheme in EY and KS1
Lower down the school, reading is heavily reliant on the sounds that the children have learnt. This will help to 
determine their book band. Children will bring their reading scheme book home along with their reading 
record to apply their phonics to decoding a text. 

In order to continue their journey to being a competent reader, the children must also be able to comprehend 
what they are reading and answer questions about the text. This is the reason children’s books are changed on a 
weekly basis as it allows time to revisit the text that has been decoded and discuss it in detail. 

These are the colours in order of our scheme.

Children are expected to be reading 
lime books by the end of Year 2.

Children are expected to be 
reading 
orange books by the end of 
Year 1.

Children are expected to be 
reading 
yellow books by the end of 
Reception.



In KS1 we share stories all of the time. There is a mixture of stories chosen by both the adults and the 
children that are shared on a daily basis.  The children also have an allocated time slot each day where 
they will choose a book to read independently. This is also, when the adults can look to hear the 
children read and change their books. 

Reading for pleasure



Guided Reading

Guided reading is completed alongside reading for pleasure and is adult led. Year 1 and 2 complete this 
separately from each other as there are many differences in the skills are required. 
This session is more focussed and will be planned to include the skills of reading including, summarising, 
inference and making predictions.   


